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50 years of blister packaging

Pharma industry celebrates half century of blister packs

— The blister pack celebrates itg 30th anniversary in 2012 and it is hard fo ineagine a world where wnit dose
pharmacenticals are nof presented in this wser-frlendly format. Yet it was onfy a combinafion of zeveral wn-
Hikely factors which browghi alowi the bivth of iz -'i'-fl'l’-llﬁ' af packaging.

Wl thee 19608 oifs veena uisussly prowidied in Dollles,
jors o paper bersad ship packs such e fhe amous
dizpral, Hower whien Sehering Nocksy Bayed
devetoped the firsl birh conbral pdl it nesded a pack
kv aied pabent complance:and mabo: ¢ simple lo
control admirésiesad doses o @ et lime paricdl.

This coingicked with The deeeiopmant of PVC
Res, sublatde for creating d pap canalies, In Lacl (he
firstiarmoiom machines whene not developed
prarmaceficats bur food comtainers, The ke bo
develop & blister pack for birh conbml piks came
from Hassia, a keading manufachurer of packaging
knes, attha beginning of the 160s.

ilal ko the suecess wes the development. of
Inmipered alufol &s:a lidding material for the

"push Breuply’ pack; rigd enough o meel These
pack e iements, whist mainizining pood

ack it by coating fwith special lacouers. Akl
wrsgch (o Ll s L o ol packag ng was oo
sl b L e e Ui s application. Iritelly this
rigid ol weaes caabesc] Speivgdode on acoourt of the
s "speinging’ or rmping cut of Bhe Bhster whan
baing pushad-theough,

The final pece of th pluse ves & maching bo -
duce bisters in thequantity and quaity requined.

Push-through packs

The most commian ensi of pdl poack i Fie combing-
tion of  plasbc Tanmcfommed sheet used o
maka the canity and, for push
twough'’ biisters, & shest of 20pm
rigidl alurmivium Sl lmiabe
providing the lidding layer,

Thiz Ersless! peniod of groadh in Eurape
o the phamnactutical Bisler peckwas the

Seharing’s Aot the first poeparaion o homonal
bl i, Tl s odmrrd by Lt e o At 15 311, W v choey Lo bt o] b rockeomns Bype cealérd o puach

Heraia, inconjunchion with G msleiak”
suppbiens, ncluding Aluminium Wikpwerks Sngen
ety Arncor Plesdbles) and Balle, cresshed the fist
Hiister meaching capabila of forming, STing and dea-
ing fhe peackoon Ine. Today German and Relign
mmanifaciurers such as Bosch, Uhimann, Romeen,
A ol Marchesind lead he way in bisher pack
rmaching Echrology.

Thee frsl e hines wene ou e skey bl quickly vess
able o produee ever 400 blisters per minude, How
eronr iy redkenn imachines can un a up o

1560k, Original pack dispersing (P D) vwes ada-
catled & the best way of delvening procets e pa-
fianks. Over Bmie the advariages of DPD becamea
veedl recopnised: They largely climirelid [he dskool
clamape, product lnmpering. ooolamindion oF did-
JEnsing enmors,

Iro By o Heaibe pn Pramist T4
Lo by ezt in B, The s pachs uikied &n

1200 par rnlemite. Al densiie: slrergdh, high
geabrgg imegnty and exceliont adbesion s
eriabind thess speegs o be achiaved,

e beedita. of th meay biisier pack w5000
pecrgrised. | partioular i saved mane fhan E0%
i rnalerials compared with iradifioral pachs. The
Ml puaeckes v e fcsin bovshones and Gake up s
s bor bodh sliseape and an the dispansay shal,
Wi these fealunes wese inflialy recognisad for
sl sndngs raller than 2o sustsinabiity Bsues
ey cerlainily sone highty today in hal respect, /7

Hut The aibsioi i sdvantage for The end-usy B 1hat B
it by chear hoew many tabiats Fawe been usel
I ckition 1he packs can camy prnfing on [he ak-
bl Licd B cheqréet this dosing schedule or ol ey impor-
1anl rfonmaton.

s cernands for mere child resstent biisler packs.
gresy sy s ufil B minatis hene been invenled 1o
rriebo e s even saer, A



